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Visit gov.uk/apply-for-

teacher-training where your 

referred trainee teacher can 

complete an application for 

NIoT@Ormiston Teacher 

Training North (24P),  

East (3P4) or West (2P4)

Win one of 3  

amazing prizes!

1st Prize  

£500 travel vouchers 

to spend on a UK 

weekend break

2nd Prize  

£300 retail vouchers 

3rd Prize  

£200 luxury farm 

shop vouchers

Scan the QR code  

to enter our ra�e

 STEP 1

 STEP 2

 STEP 3Teacher Referral Ra�e  
You can be the first  
step in their journey 

WIN a £500 UK  Weekend Break!
Enter our ra�e to win one  

of 3 amazing prizes!

Take the first step today

Do you know someone with 

a passion for their subject, 

who is looking for a career 

that really counts?

Help us to inspire an  

aspiring teacher.

T&Cs If your referred trainee is eligible for 
an interview, you will be entered into the 
ra�e draw. The ra�e is open to 18+ only. 

Entries close 5/7/24 Winners will be 
announced at 12pm 8/7/24 on Instagram, 

Facebook & X (Ormiston Teacher Training). 

The original values of Olympism as 
expressed in the Olympic Charter 
were to “encourage e昀昀ort”, “preserve 
human dignity” and “develop 
harmony”. Over time, they have 
evolved and are now expressed as:

•  Striving for excellence and 
encouraging people to be the best 
they can be.

•  Demonstrating respect in many 
di昀昀erent manners: respect towards 
yourself, the rules, your opponents, 
the environment, the public, etc.

•  Celebrating friendship, which is 
quite unique to the Olympic Games 
– an event that brings people 
together every few years.

It is with pride that I can say these 
are also values that I see in action 
each and every day at Venture.

This is grounded in our colleges of 
Achieve, Aspire, Create and Innovate; 
embodied through our Venture 
Virtues and displayed in the 
Venture Way each day.

We continue to celebrate 
these in so many ways and I want to 
congratulate everyone involved in 
making this another spectacular year... 
not just in Venture but beyond in our 
wider community.

Read on, and see for yourself in our 
40th edition of the Venture Voice.

Community Governor: Chris Speed
I’ve been a governor here at Ormiston 
Venture for 3 years now, after being a 
governor at a number of other local 
OAT academies.
Wow, what a di昀昀erence it was to be part of the team at Venture! 
The thing that hit me as being very di昀昀erent from any other 
schools was the amazing Union of Venture Students. It is 
fantastic to see a large number of people actively working 
together to improve the wellbeing of students and creating 
an atmosphere that helps learning. Both of my daughters 
have attended this academy and have become better people 
because of the way Venture nurtures every single student.

As a governor, we get to see all aspects of the academy, 
including classroom tours, meet and greets, school productions 
and we even get to attend the annual Venture Star Awards.

At the Star Awards, as a governor, 
I get to host a table with some of 
the amazing 昀椀nalists.

At the table I was able to listen to the 
reasons the students were selected 
to attend, a big part of the event is to 
celebrate the success of those students; 
both in the academy and 
their achievements outside too.

The biggest question I get asked as a 
governor is why do you do this when 
you don’t even get paid?

Well that’s an easy one to answer, I’ve always had a motto that 
if you have the time you should help others because one day 
those others may need to help you. Oh, and I’m so proud to 
be part of Ormiston Venture Academy.

Another 4 years seems to of crept 
up on us and the Paris Olympics 
are here! From the ancient 
Greeks to now, there is a message 
that truly resonates with our 
community.
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Tegan Engstrom, who is currently 
in Year 11 and attends Ormiston 
Venture Academy in Great Yarmouth, 
has won a fully funded scholarship 
for a Sixth Form boarding place 
at Gresham’s School from 
September 2024.
Here, she will experience independent school 
life in its entirety, bene昀椀tting from a multitude of 
enrichment activities, a wide range of sport, which 
will be of particular interest to keen swimmer Tegan, 
and high-quality facilities to support her education 
including the Dyson Building, the new center for 
STEAM education, which opened in 2021. 

After completing her A levels in Psychology, Business 
and Physical Education, Tegan would like to go onto 
complete a Business and Psychology degree before 
aiming to serve in the British Army in the Explosive 
Ordinance Disposal Regiment.

A focussed and hard-working individual who shone 
with her ability to debate and provide an evidenced 
opinion at interview, Tegan commented on receiving 
her place:

" I am so excited to attend Gresham’s in September, 
spending time there through this scholarship 
process has made me realise 
how big of an opportunity 
this is and how everything 
that Gresham’s provides 
its pupils can bene昀椀t me 
in achieving my 
goals and thrive 
in my time there 
as a student. I am 
so grateful for the 
opportunity and 
can't wait to get 
started once I have 
got my GCSE’s 
out of the way.” 

Venture Student 
Awarded Gresham’s 
Scholarship

More about...

Simon Gilbert-Barnham, Principal said:  ”All of us at 
Venture are proud of Tegan gaining the Gresham’s 
Scholarship, she like so many at Venture has 
high aspirations that I am sure this next step to 
Gresham’s will continue to drive her to succeed”.

Dave Richards, Vice Principal said: “We are so proud 
of how all of our students engaged in the Gresham’s 
Scholarship process, all of the applicants showed 
an incredible amount of passion and resilience 
combined with exceptional oracy skills which shone 
in their interviews.

Our partnership with Gresham’s allows all of 
our students to aim for a unique life changing 
scholarship opportunity, and although ultimately 
only one student can be the recipient, between 
the residential opportunities in year 10 and the 
scholarship process in year 11, a large number of 
students have bene昀椀ted from improved con昀椀dence 
and identifying their goals for future life.

I have no doubt that the 2024 Gresham’s Scholar, 
Tegan like those who have come before her will 
grab this incredible opportunity with both hands 
and be a brilliant ambassador for the academy and 
the process that will continue to bene昀椀t many more 
in the future”.

Deputy Head Academic of Gresham’s, Darrell Chart-
Boyles, said “During interview, Tegan demonstrated 
that she had researched Gresham’s and showed 
an excellent understanding of the opportunity 
that coming to study here would o昀昀er her; she will 
certainly make the most of this and we look forward 

to welcoming her in September,”

The academy and its sponsor, Ormiston 
Academies Trust (OAT), is committed 
to enriching the lives of its pupils 

by broadening their horizons and 
raising aspirations. The Gresham’s 
scholarship is re昀氀ective of the 
broad range of opportunities 
Ormiston Venture provides to 
its pupils, giving them every 
opportunity to succeed in life. 
Gresham’s has partnered with 
Ormiston Venture Academy, to 
annually o昀昀er boarding places 
to aspiring pupils. Last year, 
Gresham’s awarded the OVA 

scholarship to Riley, who is now 
in Year 12 and is studying Biology, 
Chemistry and Psychology.

•  Gresham’s is an independent, 
co-educational day and boarding 
school for pupils aged 2 to 18. 
The school is set in 200 acres 
of beautiful countryside, just 
four miles from the North 
Norfolk coast, most of which 
is designated an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

•  In March 2016, the Nursery and 
Pre-Prep, Prep and Senior School 
were awarded 'excellent' in all 
nine categories following an 
inspection by The Independent 
Schools Inspectorate. ‘Excellent’ 
is the ISI descriptor for the Ofsted 
term ‘outstanding’. 

•  The school was founded in 1555 
by Sir John Gresham who went 
on to become Lord Mayor of 
London and forged close ties 
with the Worshipful Company of 
Fishmongers. Strong links with 
the City of London remain today. 

•  Old Greshamians have achieved 
great success in many fields and 
include the composer Benjamin 
Britten, the poet W H Auden 
and hovercraft inventor Sir 
Christopher Cockerell. More 
recent alumni include Oscar 
winning actress, Olivia Colman, 
film director Stephen Frears, 
international rugby players, 
Tom and Ben Youngs and 
inventor, Sir James Dyson. 

Students from any of the OAT 
academies had to put themselves 
forward to send a short video of their 
talent to their academy performing 
arts teacher. 

At Venture we had tap dancers, musicians, singers, 
dancers, and baton twirlers audition. 3 of the top 
performers were then shortlisted to get through to 
the next round where we sent their videos to OAT. 

Then, the judging panel at OAT then selected the top 
2 performers who then represented our academy at 
the OAT regional 昀椀nals at Ormiston Victory Academy.

OAT's Got Talent

Did we mention 
that the VOICE is 
40 editions old!
All at Venture would like to say a mighty thank you 
to all the sta昀昀, students, carers and parents for 
taking the time to read about our awesome 
academy in Gorleston.

The aim is to  deliver a termly newsletter that 
highlights all the amazing things that go on at Venture 
and for you to see what the students get involved in 
once they come through the doors at 8.25am each 
day... here is to more of the Venture Voice!

More editions are online to read at your leisure: 
www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk/venture-voice 

www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk
@OrmistonVenture 
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At Venture Academy, World Book Day 
was a celebration of literature and 
creativity, bringing together students 
and staff alike in a delightful tribute to 
the written word.

The day kicked o昀昀 with a unique event called 'Relax and 
Read' hosted in our Learning Resource Centre (LRC), the 
heart of our school for all things literary.

Here, selected students from across the academy were 
invited to unwind and immerse themselves in their 
favourite books in a serene and cozy atmosphere.

The English department, champions of storytelling 
and imagination, handpicked students based on 
their reading achievements, ensuring that those 
who truly cherished books had a chance to revel 
in this special day.

Adding a touch of mystery and excitement, our 
esteemed sta昀昀 transformed into 'Masked Readers' for 
the occasion. Concealed behind beloved book covers, 
they delighted students by reading captivating excerpts 
aloud. The challenge was set for students to guess 
which teacher lay behind each disguise, creating an 
air of playful intrigue throughout the day.

Venture Academy was a spectacle 
of creativity as faculty members 
embraced the spirit of the 
occasion by dressing up as 
famous literary characters. From 
wizards to superheroes, their costumes ignited 
curiosity and admiration among the students, making 
the world of books come alive within the school walls.

During lunchtime, the festivities continued with 
engaging activities, including the unconventional task 
of crafting book characters from potatoes! Students 
let their imaginations run wild, sculpting spuds 
into beloved heroes and villains from their 
most cherished tales.

World Book Day at Venture Academy was not just 
an event—it was a testament to the enduring magic 
of books and the joy they bring. By fostering a culture 
of reading and creativity, the school celebrated the 
power of stories to inspire, entertain, and unite 
us all in the shared love of literature.

www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk

@OrmistonVenture 76
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RNDay '24

Students at Venture Academy 
embraced the spirit of giving and fun 
as they celebrated Red Nose Day on 
Friday, March 15th.
The school was abuzz with excitement as students 
participated in various activities to raise funds for a 
good cause.

One of the highlights of the day was the opportunity 
for students to ditch their usual school uniforms 
and dress in casual attire, with the added twist of 
incorporating something red into their out昀椀ts. For a 
small donation of £1, students showed their support 
for Red Nose Day and its mission to help those in need.

During lunchtime, a thrilling penalty shootout 
captivated the crowd as students showcased their 
football skills, all in the name of charity. Laughter and 
cheers 昀椀lled the air as participants aimed for the goal, 
knowing that every kick contributed to a worthy cause.

After school, the sporting spirit continued with an 
exciting basketball match that welcomed participation 
from all students. Whether shooting hoops or cheering 
from the sidelines, everyone had the opportunity to 
be part of the action and contribute to the fundraising 
e昀昀orts.

The generosity of the Union of Venture Students 
shone brightly as they made a thoughtful decision 
to distribute the funds raised among multiple 
bene昀椀ciaries.  It was decided to allocate the proceeds 
to Comic Relief, as well as two local causes close to 
the hearts of the Venture community: the James Paget 
Hospital and Young Carers.

Red Nose Day at Venture Academy was not only a day 
of fun and camaraderie but also a demonstration of 
the school's commitment to making a positive impact, 
both locally and globally. Through their enthusiastic 
participation and generous donations, students 
showed that even small actions can make a big 
di昀昀erence in the lives of others.

With smiles 
on their 
faces and 
warmth in 
their hearts, 
the Venture 
Academy 
community 
celebrated 
Red Nose Day 
in true style, 
leaving a lasting 
impression 
of kindness 
and goodwill.

In a thrilling showdown on the 
basketball court, the Year 10 students 
squared off against the staff in a 
highly anticipated match in aid 
of Red Nose Day.
The game was a high-scoring spectacle, 昀椀lled with 
moments of skill, determination, and camaraderie.

A standout aspect of the event was the initiative taken 
by Uche, who played a pivotal role in organizing the 
student team, ensuring they were ready to compete 
at their best. Their e昀昀orts didn't go unnoticed, setting 
the stage for an electrifying clash.

As the game unfolded, both teams showcased their 
talents, with each possession adding to the excitement. 
However, it was Ashton who emerged as the game's 
Most Valued Player, delivering a stellar performance 
that propelled the student team forward.

Alongside Ashton, players like Raye, Zack, Jacob, 
Dimi, and Kerine demonstrated remarkable skill and 
teamwork, contributing to the students' spirited 
challenge against the sta昀昀.

Adding to the vibrant atmosphere was the presence of 
mascot Vinny, whose infectious energy and rhythmic 
drumming kept spirits high and encouraged both teams 
to give their all.

In the end, while the final score was 
secondary to the spirit of giving and 
unity, the real winners were the 
participants and supporters who came 
together to support Red Nose Day, 
making a meaningful contribution to 
a worthy cause through their shared 
love of basketball and community.

Celebrates Red Nose Day 
with Fun-filled Activities
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Enhancing Oracy Skills: 

The Talk The Talk Workshop at Venture
In February, Venture welcomed 
expert trainers from Talk The Talk to 
collaborate with our fabulous OAT 
Oracy Champions and students from 
various Ormiston Academies.
These outstanding students earned their titles as Oracy 
Champions due to their exceptional oral contributions 
during lessons and their remarkable ability to actively 
listen and contribute e昀昀ectively during collaborative 
work.

At Venture, we 昀椀rmly acknowledge the signi昀椀cance of 
oracy as a crucial lifelong skill. Research consistently 
emphasizes that high-quality classroom talk is pivotal 
to students' thinking processes, learning outcomes, and 
overall academic achievement. Furthermore, it is closely 
linked to improvements in reading and writing abilities.

The Talk About Communication workshop held at Venture 
proved to be an exciting and engaging masterclass, 
focusing on developing speaking and listening skills 
within a dynamic and creative learning environment. 
Throughout the workshop, students were immersed in 
numerous speaking opportunities and received expert 
coaching and support to re昀椀ne their oratory skills.

One of the highlights of the workshop was the structured 
two-minute presentations that students delivered to 
their peers. Each student selected a topic they were 
genuinely passionate about, ranging from light-hearted 
debates such as 'Should pineapple be allowed on pizza?' 
to more profound discussions like 'Why young people 
should have more say in the world'. This diverse range of 
topics encouraged students to explore various themes 
and express their viewpoints con昀椀dently.

The workshop not only provided a platform for students 
to hone their speaking abilities but also fostered an 
environment where listening and respectful dialogue 
were valued. Through interactive exercises and group 
discussions, students learned the art of e昀昀ective 
communication, where listening attentively and 
responding thoughtfully were paramount.

The collaborative nature of the workshop allowed 
students to learn from one another and gain valuable 
insights into di昀昀erent perspectives. It encouraged 
them to step out of their comfort zones, articulate their 
thoughts clearly, and engage meaningfully with their 
peers.

As educators, witnessing the growth and development of 
our students' oracy skills was immensely rewarding. The 
workshop served as a catalyst for empowering students 
to become con昀椀dent communicators, equipped with the 
essential skills needed to thrive in academic settings and 
beyond.

Moving forward, we are committed to nurturing and 
promoting oracy skills within our learning community. 
By providing opportunities for students to engage in 
meaningful dialogue, express themselves articulately, 
and listen attentively, we aim to empower them to 
become e昀昀ective communicators and active 
participants in society.

The Talk The Talk workshop was a resounding 
success, leaving a lasting impact on our students 
and reinforcing the importance of oracy in their 
educational journey. As we continue to champion the 
development of oracy skills, we remain dedicated 
to creating a supportive and inclusive environment 
where every voice is heard and valued.

It was with great pleasure and 
admiration that we nominated Annie, 
(Anneka) for the Inspirational Learner 
Award.
Annie's journey at Venture has been marked by 
resilience, determination, and an unwavering 
commitment to both her studies and her broader 
community.

Annie displays remarkable resilience, choosing not 
only to persevere with her studies but also to actively 
engage in various roles of responsibility within the 
Academy. Her strength and determination are evident 
in her involvement as a leader in the Union of Venture 
Students, where she has demonstrated exceptional 
leadership skills and a genuine commitment to making 
a positive impact on her peers.

Annie's commitment extends beyond the con昀椀nes 
of the school environment. She wholeheartedly 
embraced the Duke of Edinburgh scheme, undertaking 
an extended voluntary placement at Barnardos, a 
Children's Charity. Her compassion and dedication 
to helping others were evident in this voluntary 
work, re昀氀ecting her character and sense of social 
responsibility.

Despite facing challenges, Annie consistently sought 
opportunities to excel academically. She applied 
for the OAT Oundle Scholarship and made it to the 
昀椀nal four, showcasing her academic prowess and 
determination to secure opportunities for her future.

Undeterred by setbacks, she continued to pursue 
scholarship opportunities, eventually earning a 100% 
bursary to attend Norwich School for 6th form.

Her ambitious dream of becoming a vet and attending 
the Royal Veterinary College re昀氀ects her unwavering 
determination to overcome obstacles and achieve 
her goals. Despite the challenges, Annie has chosen a 
rigorous academic path, taking subjects like History, 
French, Photography, and Sport alongside her core 
subjects, with predicted grades of 8s and 9s across 
the board.

Annie's story is not just one of personal triumph but 
a beacon of inspiration for all learners. Her resilience, 
compassion, and commitment to excellence make her a 
truly deserving candidate for the Inspirational Learner 
Award. Annie is not just a learner; she is a source of 
inspiration and motivation for everyone around her.

Award winner for  
inspirational Learner: Anneka

The Union of Venture 
Students voted to 
contribute to four local 
charities this academic 
year, dividing the 
donations from our 
two non-school uniform days into 
six beneficiaries, rather than just two. 

Local charities were the focus, with East Coast 
Children's Hospice (EACH) and Leos for Ukraine each 
receiving £148 each on the 昀椀rst occasion, with 
Young Carers and the James Paget Hospital Charity 
receiving £137 after our second non-uniform day.

Maxine Taylor from the James Paget was delighted 
with the fundraising and came into Venture to 
accept the donation in person.

www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk

@OrmistonVenture     
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Women
in Black
Theatre

Trip

A Spine-Tingling Excursion: Year 9 & 10 School Trip 
to "The Woman in Black" at Norwich Theatre Royal.

The English Faculty recently organised an unforgettable trip for Year 9 and 
10 students to witness a live theatre performance of "The Woman in Black" 
at Norwich Theatre Royal. This outing was a culmination of their exploration 
of the Gothic genre through the study of the novel in their English classes.

The aim was to provide students with a unique opportunity to experience 
the subtleties of the genre in a live setting and to witness how the elements 
of suspense and horror can be masterfully translated onto the stage.

Before the eagerly anticipated trip, students delved into 
the eerie world of Susan Hill's "The Woman in Black" in 
their English classes.

The novel, known for its chilling narrative, was carefully 
examined to unravel the complexities of the Gothic 
genre. Shared insights into the signi昀椀cance of the novel 
and the anticipation it built, preparing students for the 
live theatrical adaptation.

The Norwich Theatre Royal provided an atmospheric 
setting for the students to immerse themselves in the 
haunting tale. The simplicity of the two-man (and one 
woman!) performance added a layer of authenticity, 
allowing students to appreciate the nuances of live 
theatre.

Mrs. Doggett commented on the clever use of humour 
throughout the performance, which managed to 
balance the chilling elements of the story.

One remarkable aspect highlighted by Mrs. Doggett was 
the ingenious use of humour to overcome challenges 

inherent in live theatre. The absence of a pony and trap 
on stage, a crucial element in the novel, was cleverly 
addressed through light-hearted moments.

This not only showcased the adaptability of the 
performers but also added an unexpected dimension to 
the production.

A student, re昀氀ecting on the experience, noted that 
despite the novels intent to be chilling, the live 
performance featured numerous light-hearted 
moments. The inclusion of humour did not detract from 
the suspense; instead, it cleverly enhanced the overall 
impact of the play.

The student also emphasised the e昀昀ective use of jump 
scares, creating an atmosphere of immense tension that 
kept everyone on the edge of their seats.

" The Woman in Black" comes highly recommended 
for those seeking an exhilarating and spine-tingling 
theatrical experience.

We kicked o昀昀 2024 with our 昀椀rst College Clash of the 
year. As it was Australia Day on January 27th, what 
better than hosting an Aussie pie eating contest.
This was held at break time in front of everyone in the 
cafe. Students and sta昀昀 all took part, with the fastest time 
recorded being Mr. Edwards' 9.6 seconds for 
eating his piece of pie with a fork-what a performance! 
This took the title for Aspire, with Achieve a close 
second and Innovate and Create further back. 
Pancake 昀氀ipping on Tuesday 13th February is next up.

Mental Health

January 25th was 'Here4You' day, which was a ground-
breaking national initiative aimed at reaching every 
11–14-year-old in the country to help empower young 
people to take control of their mental wellbeing.

Fronted by Radio and TV 
personality Roman Kemp, 
schools across the UK 
were encouraged to gather 
students together and view 
the recorded resource, 
crammed with hints, tops and 
ideas to aid students across 
Key Stage 3 to do just that. As Friday is a Flexi slot for PL 
groups, it seemed appropriate to allocate 
this time for such a great cause. Students from Year 
7-10 watched the 昀椀lm across two sittings; morning 
and afternoon PL slots.

Al昀椀e in Year 9 said, "It was good to see that famous 
people sometimes struggle with their thoughts and 
feelings. It's good to know wellbeing a昀昀ects us all."

Pharmacist Talk 

On Friday 27th January, Venture was 
pleased to have a visit from Leoni 
Palmer from the UEA.
Leoni talked 20 students through pharmaceutical 
careers and what courses the UEA could o昀昀er once 
they complete college.

Director of Personal Development, Mr Doggett 
commented, "I never knew so many di昀昀erent careers 
were possible with this career path. It was great to see 
so many students choosing 
to drop in and speak to 
Leoni. I think we may have 
students who may now 
investigate this scienti昀椀c 
path further as a result."

After an intensely competitive week of heats and 
over 60 entrants the latest Union of Venture Students 
college clash has come to its conclusion. Played in the 
cafe on the big screen and under the watchful eyes of 
students having lunch a combination of students and 
sta昀昀 raced to secure their place in the 昀椀nals. Classic Wii 
controls ensured that the interactive racing was high 
octane with 16 places secured over the week.
This was followed by the knockout stage and with 
College Clash points on the line it was the students 
who raised their game... knocking all sta昀昀 
out at the Semi Final stage! A 昀椀nal 
contested between Kya, Indie, Diogo 
and Ryan went down to the wire and 
left us with one...
The Venture Mario Kart Champion 
for Spring 2024 was secured by Diogo. 
Celebrated in his Personalised Learning group 
with rewards to share it was a fantastic victory 
and a great 昀椀nish to an amazing College Clash!

 Venture@

Friday Talks
Over the last 12 months 
we have established a 
series of ‘Friday Talks’.
Via our UVS, students are given the 
opportunity to request a talk or a 
presentation they would like. 
These usually 昀椀t into one of three categories. 
• A career they might be interested in 

• A hobby they have a passion for 

• An area of general interest

We have had over 20 individuals/companies in so far, 
ranging from an estate agent and a judge, to mental health 
ambassadors and a bird of prey enthusiast, through to a 
very successful YouTuber and even the RNLI, the surgery 
team from the James Paget Hospital, Paralegal and a 
prison o昀케cer.
After advertising the talk during the week in collectives 
and through PL Tutors, students simply opt to turn up and 
listen during Friday lunchtime in the academy library.

College Clash

www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk
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Venture took the opportunity to join in 
Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition.

Ormiston Venture Academy joined City 
of Norwich School (CNS) on their planned 
practice expedition. Mr Lee at CNS organises 
and plans the expeditions, and they kindly 
allow our academy to join them. Mr Lee 
from CNS is the overall D of E Expedition 
Supervisor.

We arrived at the campsite in Trimingham on Thursday 
25th April at 5pm. Upon arrival, the students worked 
together in small groups to put up their tents and lay out 
their sleeping bags. The students started to cook their 
evening meals using their Trangia's. Once students had 
organised themselves for the evening, Miss Lowe, 
Mr Webb and Ms Tomczak sealed their mobile phones 
in a tamper-proof bag with the trip phone number 
written on the front. Sta昀昀 ensured students were aware 
of which number to call for emergency services in 
the event of an emergency.

The students keep their phones with them, sealed away 
in their back packs so they have access to them in case 
of an emergency. Not having access to their phones and 
social media allows them to engage and socialise with 
each other in groups. They are also provided with a GPS 
tracker for each group which also has an SOS button 
should they require our assistance. The DofE expedition 
is remotely supervised whilst sta昀昀 remotely monitor 
the students' progress on the GPS trackers. Once the 
students were settled on to the campsite for the night, 
they all socialised together. It was really great to see all 
the students from Ormiston Academies Trust schools 
come together respectfully and share their Bronze DofE 
journeys. 

On Friday morning all students woke up around 7am, 
cooked their breakfasts, got ready, put their tents down 
and packed everything away into their back packs ready 
to leave the campsite at 9am for their journey. They were 
split into two groups - Group 1: Poppy, Ruby, Daisy and 
TJ. Group 2: Ashnetha, Dylan, Uche, Uros and Kirstin.

In their groups they were given a map, compass and a 
route card where they calculated the timings of their 
route based on travelling at 3KM per hour and estimating 
their arrival time to the checkpoints. At each check point, 
the assessor met them to check in and ensure they were 
upholding their team goal. Both groups decided they 
would take photos of di昀昀erent types of trees they saw 
along the way. Both groups went slightly o昀昀 track from 
the route they were provided so Miss Lowe, Mr Webb 
and Ms Tomczak walked with them a little and gave them 
some additional training on map reading, being able to 
identify their current location and then how to work out 
which direction they need to travel.

This training is an example of the life skill they gain 
from their DofE Bronze Practice Expedition; all students 
would feel competent and con昀椀dent in using just a 
map and compass to navigate when they carry out their 
Qualifying Expedition in June 2024. All the students 
showed resilience, teamwork and worked hard to 昀椀nish 
their routes. When the students arrived back to the 
campsite, it was time for them to cook their dinner on 
their Trangia's, then bed as they were exhausted. 

 Due to sickness a couple of the students went home 
on Friday evening, as there were only 6 students 
remaining on the 昀椀nal day, D of E requirements are that 
there should be between 4-7 participants in a group, 
we decided to merge the remaining 6 participants into 
one group to work together and they done an amazing 
job. They stayed on track and did not require much 
interception by sta昀昀. When the students arrived back 
to the campsite, they felt accomplished and emotional 
at the realisation of what they had achieved and were 
very proud of themselves.

 DofE lead at Venture Miss Lowe commented "I am 
immensely proud of every student that participated 
in this practice expedition 2024. Every single one of 
them showed resilience, respect for others and respect 
for the environment they were in. They individually 
demonstrated invaluable skills. I am excited to support 
them on their Qualifying Bronze Expedition in June 
this year."

Empowering Venture Year 9 Students: 
A Journey of Public Speaking at 
Cambridge University
In the bustling halls of Cambridge University, a group of 
Year 9 students recently embarked on an extraordinary 
journey of public speaking. Armed with passion, 
determination, and a wealth of research on carbon dioxide 
levels, these students, in collaboration with NEACO 
(Network for East Anglian Collaborative Outreach), stood 
poised to deliver impactful presentations on a pressing 
global issue. The initiative was not merely about academic 
discourse but about empowering young minds to engage 
meaningfully with the world around them. For many of 
these students, the prospect of presenting their 昀椀ndings 
at a prestigious institution like Cambridge University was 
both exhilarating and nerve-wracking.

The research they conducted in collaboration with 
NEACO delved deep into the intricate web of carbon 
dioxide levels and their implications for our planet. From 
understanding the mechanisms of carbon emissions to 
exploring potential solutions, the students embarked 
on a journey of discovery that went beyond textbooks 
and classrooms. As they stepped onto the stage, nerves 
tugged at their con昀椀dence. 

However, fueled by their dedication to the cause and 
supported by the guidance of their mentors, these young 
speakers rose to the occasion with remarkable poise and 
eloquence.

Their presentations were not just about regurgitating 
facts and 昀椀gures but about igniting a spark of awareness 
and action. They eloquently articulated the urgency of 
addressing carbon dioxide levels and the far-reaching 
consequences of climate change. Their words resonated 
with conviction as they urged their peers and the broader 
community to take proactive steps towards sustainability.

What truly set these students apart was not just 
their mastery of the subject matter but their genuine 
commitment to e昀昀ecting change. They spoke not as 
passive observers but as passionate advocates for a better, 
greener future.

Their journey at Cambridge University was not without 
its challenges. Yet, with each word spoken and each idea 
shared, they de昀椀ed expectations and surpassed their 
own limitations. Through their courage and resilience, 
they proved that age is no barrier to making a meaningful 
impact on the world. The applause that followed their 
presentations echoed far beyond the hallowed halls of 
Cambridge. It was a testament to the power of youth, the 
transformative potential of education, and the unwavering 
belief that change begins with a single voice.

As they bid farewell to Cambridge University, these Year 
9 students left behind more than just memories. They 
left behind a legacy of inspiration, a testament to the 
boundless potential of young minds to shape a brighter 
tomorrow. Their journey may have begun at Cambridge, 
but its echoes will reverberate through communities, 
classrooms, and corridors of power for years to come. 
For in the hearts and minds of these students, the seeds 
of change have been sown, and the future is theirs to 
nurture and transform.

Venture on Tour
To get involved in the Duke of Edinburgh 
students have to be aged 14+ to do their 
Bronze award and have to be students 
registered in year 9. They have 4 sections 
to complete before receiving their 
award which includes volunteering for a 
minimum of an hour per week, learn a new 
skill for a minimum of an hour per week 
and take part in something physical for a 

minimum of an hour per week. Two of those sections must 
be for a duration of 3 months and one of them has to be 
for 6 months. The students can choose which one they 
commit to for the longer duration.  

The 昀椀nal fourth section is the expedition. When the 
students are in year 10, they will do a practise expedition 
in April time. They will go from Thursday evening until 
Saturday afternoon.

Then in around June time they will do their qualifying 
expedition where they will be remotely assessed using 
trackers, sta昀昀 will meet them at their checkpoints which 
they pre plan and we will top up their water bottles when

we meet them. When we go on expeditions, we go with 
City Norwich School who are fully equipped and have 
a wealth of experience with expeditions. It is nice to 
be there together and work as a team, everyone we go 
with are friendly, welcoming and helpful. Once all of the 
sections are complete and an assessor report have been 
submitted for all of the sections, they will receive their 
Bronze award. 

Miss G Lowe, DofE Lead commented: "Year 9 students are 
shown a brief video in their Personalised Learning with 
information by Mr I McInally and myself, then we ask them 
to come and see me for a registration form or if they just 
want to know some more information about the award". 

The students can see me during breaks or after school if 
they need anything or any advice on what they need to do, 
and we also do D of E training with them when we o昀昀er 
Guilds. The training in the Guilds include map reading 
skills which Mr Sutton helps with, nutritional advice for 
expeditions which Mr Stevenson’s helps with, putting up 
and down tents, basic 昀椀rst aid skills and how to safely use 
a trangia to cook their food. It is an amazing opportunity 
for students to get involved in.

Venture on Tour

YR-9: CAMBRIDGE TRIP
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