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Ormiston Venture Academy is
celebrating after achieving
‘Outstanding’ in our Section 8
Ofsted Inspection.

Ofsted inspectors observed the Academy'’s work,
scrutinised documents and met with the Principal,

senior and middle leaders, groups of students and
representatives of the Governing Board to examine every
aspect of Venture Academy life.

The Academy was awarded a glowing report praising the
day to day running of the school, the quality of learning
and teaching, student achievement and the capacity to
improve even further.

The report stated: "Standards have
risen sharply since opening. Changes
introduced by senior leaders have
generated a strong ethos based on
regular attendance, hard effort and
high achievement. Senior leaders
have raised students’ expectations and
engendered a corporate willingness

of staff to provide every student with
the skills and qualifications for the
next stage of their education, training
or the work-place. A combination of
improved teaching and behaviour,
extensive monitoring and targeted
interventions to support students at
risk of underachieving has led to a rapid

rise in standards.”

- |
The report further stated that students believed that
“they are on-track to achieve what they are capable of
because of the high expectations teachers have of

www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk

them and the help and
encouragement they
provided. Lessons
observed jointly by
senior leaders and
inspectors confirmed this.
Classrooms were orderly,
calm and purposeful.
Lesson planning was
thorough with clear
objectives. Teachers

used a range of techniques to capture students’ interest,
encourage them to contribute their ideas and learn
together in small groups.”

The report concluded that pupils make outstanding
progress in their studies. They greatly enjoy coming

to school and attendance is high. Pupils behave well
and they respond enthusiastically to the growing team
of dedicated staff. “Inspirational, highly effective
leadership from the Principal has driven a wide range of
improvements in a short period of time. Ably supported
by senior and middle leaders, she has reignited students’
belief that they are capable of achieving success. She
has won the confidence and respect of students and
gained the full commitment of staff to deliver the
Academy'’s aims.

Principal McCartney said: “"We are delighted that Ofsted
has endorsed our work in creating an innovative, creative
and achievement-driven Academy; a place where pupils
come to learn and develop. I'm particularly pleased that
they have highlighted the hard work of our staff and the
good behaviour and work of our pupils.”

“We are completely committed to making
Venture Academy an outstanding school
that achieves success for every pupil.

I'd like to thank all our staff and pupils for
their commitment to making Venture the

centre of educational excellence that it is

quickly becoming.”

ormiston ++

venture academy
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Sports News
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Joy for Jessica-Jane
In the GB Olympic Pool

March 3rd - 10th 2012 saw local youngster Jess Applegate compete at the
Olympic & Paralympic selection trials held at the London Aquatic Centre.

Anyone wishing to compete at either event had

to race at the selection trials to have a chance of
selection. It was not just a massive achievement to
qualify to attend this event but Jess also achieved

a personal best time. She was accompanied by her
head coach Alex Pinniger, to make sure everything ran
smoothly!

15 year old Jess, from Gorleston, was swimming in
the S14 disability category. Jess stormed the pool on
Saturday morning finishing with a personal best and a
place in the evening’s finals. The pressure was really
on. It was the first round of trials for Paralympic
swimmers, she was competing in an unfamiliar pool
and it was live on BBC1's red button! Jess did not
disappoint and anyone at home viewing can verify
how electric the atmosphere was. Jess finished not
only in first place within the Paralympic qualifying
time but now holds a new British record for her time.
Jess said 'l swam so hard | couldn’t feel my legs
afterwards, they felt like they had turned to jelly'.

Thank you to all of the staff at
the Phoenix pool in Bradwell
for helping Jess out with some
training sessions when she
had some difficulties.

Anyone interested in joining e
the UEA City of Norwich

swimming club please

contact: Alex Pinniger
alexpinniger@gmail.com

ormiston **

venture academy

To qualify for the Paralympics there are two rounds
of trials, further classification assessments and then a
selection process. The final team should be confirmed
by May.

Sunday saw Jess compete in the 100m backstroke
where she also had a strong race and touched just
outside her personal best time, unfortunately not
making finals in this event.

Jess swims with Alex Pinniger under the UEA city of
Norwich. Alex said "We had seven swimmers qualify
and attend the British Gas Championships which is a
fantastic achievement. We also had 157 other parents
and swimmers come to London to show their support.
Of course it's all about the swimming but the club
offers a fabulous support network for every swimmer.
Now it’s back to training for everyone preparing for
the forthcoming events”.

www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk




