Message from
the Principal

It’s hard to believe that we are entering
into the final term of our first year at
Ormiston Venture Academy. As ever
there is much to celebrate and this,
the third edition of Venture Voice,
does just that.

As all are aware from my previous letter, the efforts of
our Year 11 students have been incredibly successful,
and they have already surpassed their external targets.
Nevertheless, this is not the time to rest on our laurels,
and there is still much revision and examination
preparation to complete. All staff are committed to
those efforts, and are here to support both students
and parents/carers in the final push to fantastic
success for all.

The word of our success is out, and we have had
several very important visitors to the Academy.
MP Brandon Lewis, Bill Watkin, Operational Director of the
SSAT, Christ Montacute, Strategic Director of Partnerships
and Performance Networks of the SSAT and His Worship,
the Mayor of the Borough of Great Yarmouth, Councillor
Jeal, who came to present the trophy to Kaileb Bryant- the
first ever 'Venture's Got Talent’ winner. Without exception,
our students were lavishly praised for their manner, their
appearance and their academic efforts and success.

Our dedication to making sure that all students
have a varied educational learning experience has
been highlighted by our receipt of the Secondary
Quality Mark, as well as International School Status.
Congratulations to  Mrs  Gilbert-Barnham  and
Mr Gutierrez for leading up on those efforts and making
sure we are recognised for our commitment to literacy,
numeracy and global citizenship.
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With Digital Media and
Mathematics as our
specialisms, students’ gmF,
enterprise skills are LANRS
growing each and every
day. Our success in the
Norfolk Stock Market
Challenge, appearance
on Norfolk and Norwich
University Hospital Radio and our
efforts for Comic Relief are proof that Venture students
are entrepreneurs in the making!

Many of you will have attended the first annual
'Venture's Got Talent’, where Venture students were
able to showcase their creative efforts. It was a true
community event where all came together to celebrate
Venture's young people and their talents. A huge
congratulations to Kaileb, who ‘wowed’ us all with
her beautiful piano playing.

Our success in local and county-wide sports fixtures
highlights that we have the hardest-working PE team in
the county. As we go to print, the Year 11 boy's football
team have been crowned District 7-a-side champions to
lead the way in the District 11-a-side league with just one
game to go. This is not surprising given that they also made
it to the semi-final stage of the County Cup! Our wonderful
Sports Leaders are making sure that a commitment to
sporting success begins early in partnership with our local
primary schools.

All of our successes have recently been reported by Peter
Johnson, our School Improvement Partner (SIP), after
his last visit. In his report, he states that ‘the Academy is
improving rapidly and the trajectory of transformation
is sharply upward’. Further that ‘the improved teaching,
increasing academic standards and almost universal
determination to achieve the Academy’s vision for
excellence are indications of the resurgence in staff
morale’. Mr Johnson also highlighted the increased
attendance, decreased exclusions and sharply improved
systems within the Academy. Most importantly, he stated
that Venture's ‘commitment to equality is remarkably
high’ and that ‘behaviour in lessons and throughout the
Academy is outstanding’.

Of course, our most valuable feedback is from parents/
carers and students. In recent surveys, 97% of parents/
carers report that the Academy has improved the quality
of education for all students and 98% of students stated
that they enjoyed their time at the Academy.

| have no doubt that together we will go from strength to
strength working together to make sure that all Venture
students have a world-class educational experience!

Yours sincerely, Principal McCartney.

ormiston **

venture academy
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Sports Leaders have been highly visible running sports festivals g

for our feeder schools, and the Sports Council have met once again j: ‘
to discuss important issues surrounding PE and School Sport. =

8
L

Any students that wish to get involved in these areas and have their voice and opinions shared please get in touch
with Mr Bunting. Miss Hollis organised another specific workshop for our identified Gifted and Talented students
about nutrition and its effects on their sporting careers.
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