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students at Venture have ever achieved but at the time 

These results make me especially proud as these 

on and Venture students have achieved so much not 

student Hannah Crouch receive an Apprentice of the Year 

I know that as you read this edition of the Venture Voice 
you will be equally proud.

Venture Academy. We are all extremely excited about the 

plans to make it our best ever.

results. They not only achieved some fantastic individual 
results but also secured the best overall results at 

There is a lot to celebrate in this issue and I am sure 

everyone at Venture.

The successes we achieve are based on the fantastic 

each and every day.
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Nicole McCartney - Executive Principal Simon Gilbert-Barnham - Principal



Ormiston Venture Academy is once 
again celebrating the outstanding 
achievement of their students with an 
impressive 61% of students gaining 
5 A*-C including English and Maths.

This is not only the best results for Venture but also 

felt when she stated "A fantastic set of results for an 

 
5 years…

Top of the Class

 
 

for all students exceptional.

We not only state of the art facilities but a culture 

quality education they deserve.

Continues overleaf…

4 5@OrmistonVenture | www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk www.ormistonventureacademy.co.uk | @OrmistonVenture



Work Experience
Work experience week is always an 
anticipated event in the Academy 

as Year 10 headed out into the real 
world to experience what working life 
might be like.

The booklets combined with the visits also allow us as 
an Academy to see who has excelled in their placements 
and this year we probably had the most yet in terms of 
positive reports.

part time jobs either now or when they 

with several others have also been 

quality of his application and his commitment to work 

also for a new annual opportunity for Venture Students. 

Sivasathiyaselan and Drazic Betts all received 
 

 
‘the best student the company had 
ever had on work experience’ and the 

when you apply yourself to a work 
experience placement that not only 

of work but also that you may well 

 

they search for their placements 
 

summer holidays.

 

 
 

positivity and collaboration between students 

 " The concerted drive for 
sustained improvement 

 
regular monitoring of  
individual students' 

The vision and ethos of Venture 
has never changed. Being an Ofsted 
rated "Outstanding" Academy is the 
baseline expected for the students 
on a daily basis.

Create and Innovate are pillars of 
what are seen as preparing Venture 
students as global citizens of the 
21st century. 

Every day is an opportunity to 
improve something and ensure that 
the Academy continues in its aim of 

Generation Cafe
Students cooking up an opportunity to 
bridge gaps between generations.

The Union of Venture Students in association with 

Cafe’ where every Wednesday afternoon they cook 

people. 

shared between two local foodbanks and a discussion 
with Julie Green from MESH who had a stall at the 
fayre. The students were keen to develop a way of 

in the community and so plans were put in place to 
fund this new venture. 

Students serve the 
meals and drinks 

with our immediate 
community over 

more people to the cafe 

impact. The Cafe will run 
every Wednesday until the 
end of July initially and 
hopefully continuously 
after that. Anyone 

friends old and new 
can come to the main 

where the Union of 
Venture students will 
meet them and show 
them to the cafe area.
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The inaugural Venture Stars evening 
was held on 16th July to celebrate 
excellence at the Academy.

their families were welcomed to the Great Hall which 

“reach for the stars”. Sponsors announced nominated 

name was concealed in a special envelope. In addition 

performance from Venture’s Kaitlyn Hudson and an 
inspiration speech from Sophie McKinna. Sophie 

Director of Performance and Partnership presented the 

sponsors who welcomed the opportunity to build even 

more. 

Name Year Award

Achieve Ach-3 8

Taylor Ball Create Cre-8 8 Achievement Beyond 
the Curriculum Award

Taylor Ball Create Cre-8 8

Daniel Blake Create 10 Ultimate Sports Personality 

Bradley Chilvers Create Cre-6 10 Venture Spirit Award

Create Cre-1 9
Student

Willow Gillett Innovate Inn-8 7 Venture Philanthropist Award

Susan Hart Achieve 10

Susan Hart Achieve 10 Innovative Scientist 
of the Year Award

Susan Hart Achieve Ach-7 10  
Achievement Award

James Homer Aspire Asp-7 10 Masterchef Award

Innovate Inn-8 9

Chloe Southerwood Create Cre-3 10  
Performance Award

Mariana Teixeira Aspire Asp-6 10  
Science Award

Aspire Asp-3 7 Master Mathematician Award

Ellie Wilkinson Create Cre-3 10 Venture Craftsperson Award

 
 

and the country.

For more information please contact:

Ormiston Venture Academy, Gorleston, Norfolk. NR31 7JJ

Phone: 01493 662 966 | Fax: 01493 660 329

Email: Info@ignite.co.uk

www.ignitetsa.co.uk

The sponsor’s representatives presented awards on 

who have already expressed a keen desire to be 

of 16 prize winners in total (listed below). Their 

at the Academy.
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This years Venture Summer 
School saw 120 new 
year 7 students along 
with some current 
year 8 students 
attend a range 
of sessions over 
two weeks of 
the summer 
holidays.
Each day students had a 
choice of 6 sessions to take 
part in. Sessions included daily 

sessions were available for those 

ummer 

g 

ly 

 
Venture Summer School 

all students who had attended 
sessions throughout the two 

 
at Pleasurewood Hills.

' School's in 
for Summer'

Venture Summer School
all students who had attended

sessions throughout the two

at Pleasurewood Hills.

There were also 
sessions with a 
focus on preparing 
students for life 

 
well as a team 
building day.
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Staff 
Changes 
at Venture
At the end of the academic year 

the following members of our team 
as they embark on new ventures 
elsewhere: 

 teacher of mathematics

KS3 Mentor

We wish all of the above the 
very best in their future endeavours 
and thank them for their hard 
work at team Venture.
We also extend a very warm welcome 

from September 2015:

 teacher of science

 teacher of science

 teacher of mathematics

 teacher of mathematics

 Assistant Principal

 teacher of history

 teacher of science

 teacher of science

Celebrating 
success!
The end of term was an extremely 
busy time for students who had truly 
encapsulated the Venture way during 
the year.
Students with 100% attendance and impeccable 
behaviour were invited to the celebratory ‘Sundaes 

 

 
the music of a professional DJ.

Transition 
days
On Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th 
June Venture welcomed the class of 
2020 from their primary schools for 
two transition days.

 
to maths activities on the solar system.

Youth Club
This term saw the successful launch 

students from Years 7 and 8 inivted 

activities on a Friday evening.

Literacy Partnership with Ormiston 
Herman Academy and Ormiston 
Venture Academy.

the partnership doubled in size and there are plans for 
next year to increase the capacity of it further. 

6 pupils weekly to prepare 
and support them for their 
transition to secondary 
provision.

in September and was 

at Venture is. 

emotional literacy stories 
with activities to promote 

build on literacy skills. The 
pupils developed ideas for 

secondary education and 

relievers in the process. As 

and interaction.

part of Venture in September. We are also excited to 
welcome them.

July 2015 November 2015
 

- Students  return to the academy

J l 2015

Diary Dates
November 2015

What’s coming up at Venture Academy

Partnerships…

We are The Union of Venture 
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James Paget Project
Students from Ormiston Venture 
Acadmey have been working with 
students from Cliff Park Ormiston 
Academy and local historians to 
complete an interactive exhibition 
about the life and times of 
Sir James Paget.

royal physician in his illustrious career. As part of their 

Time and Tide Museum.

culminated 

Den style 
ideas 
workshop 
for an 
interactive 
display on 
the man 

as well as 
conditions in Victorian Great 
Yarmouth. Tuesday 7th July 

exhibition at Great Yarmouth 
library where the public 

piece of paper to the wonderful interactive spectacle 
you can view in the 
exhibition. You will 
also be able to see 
the ‘Amputation 
Station’ and see 

amputate a hand 

build this exhibit. You will also view 3D print of Sir 

Park by the students and DT teacher Bob Groome; 
where students have dreamed up a picnic between 
Sir James and some of his contempories. The students 
recorded sound 
bites as Charles 

worked with Great 
Yarmouth’s most 

The students even 
had the pleasure 

Grandson of Sir 

very impressed with 
the exhibits.

Any one of these 
would have been 
pride of place at 
the interactive 

have all three-in such a short space of time-is truly 

The exhibition will spend some time in the Great 

for the rest of the academy to appreciate.  

This award was accepted on behalf of the 
 

the exhibition launch. 

pride of pla
the interact

have all th

The exh

for th

th

was so successful and warmly embraced by all that 
the second summit was planned to coincide with the 

attended not only by SENCo`s but Mr & Mrs Murray 

The focus this year was the practicalities of the new 

share and personalize our approach to SEND. The foci 

•  An update on the National context and how to 

implications for us as leaders.

in the classroom and further promote personalized 

teachers and their families.

SEN Summit

Teach First

June
2015.

of support at Venture and how it supports them and 

Canterbury Christ Church University spoke about 

participants not to worry about 

his excitement at the new cohort 

are the very best people to have 
recruited to train to become 

them well over the next two years 
and beyond and stressed the 
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Cross Academy Student 
Leadership Conference

not only did the Union of 
Venture Students speak 
at yet another high 

the Key Note speakers at the NSEL 
Teaching and Learning Summit they 
also hosted a cross academy student 
leadership conference.

a collaborative event between schools so it was 

student leadership teams to take part.

their students all collaborated superbly.

You wouldn’t have known the leaders 
had only met that morning as they 
thrashed out opinions and ideas on 
how student leadership and student 
voice can have a greater impact on 

Some brilliant ideas were created and students were 

element of student voice they were proud of.

Coulson.

The students were fantastic and all 
went away hoping to reconvene in 
the Autumn term and look at how we 
can make this collaboration a regular 

growing to include more schools and 
academies.

Who knows? Maybe an Eastern Region 
Schools Parliament or similar is on 
the horizon!

A huge thank you and well done to 
all the schools involved including our 
own Union of Venture Students. 

On Wednesday 8th July Mr McInally 
and Mr Gilbert-Barnham were 
invited to join representatives from 
Simmons Edeco at the Great Yarmouth 

College’s Further Education and 
Apprenticeship awards.
Hannah Crouch was awarded Apprentice of the Year 

Edeco last September.

exclusively.

We at Venture are extremely proud of Hannah and 
all of her achievements and look forward to future 

Apprentice of the Year

p

Keep up to date with all that is going 
on a Ormiston Venture Academy at:

Here you can read about all that is available 
to the students and the community.

Lets get social on Twitter: 

And... let us Ignite your teaching future on 
Twitter: 
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Meet our Governors…
at Ormiston Venture Academy.

Jack 9 and their little sister (or should I say princess) 
Charley who is 5.

and what I do now is certainly not what I trained for. 

what I still do now.

I am very proud to be a Governor at such a fantastic 

the education available for our kids. I have facilitated 
days in schools over the years and done volunteer 

what I have preached to be part of Ventures vision 

I recently spent some time with year 7 as part of an 

Body as a relatively new member and I am very 
excited about what the future for Venture holds.

Textiles classes who put on a superb fashion show on 

who attended the event commented on the fantastic 

students at Venture have.

A special thanks goes to 
the entire Create team 
including Colin Chilvers 

 
for such a lovely and 
inspiring evening.

students at Venture have.

A special thanks goes to 
the entire Create team 
including Colin Chilvers 

for such a lovely and 
inspiring evening.

The Create Show 2015

 
showcase of work from the entire faculty.

 
 

Craft and Graphics work drew people’s admiration downstairs.
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The exciting partnerships and 
additional opportunities forged by 

Ormiston Venture Academy in Great 
Yarmouth were celebrated at the 

made this year and set the direction for the year ahead. 

proud to be a part of the Norfolk solution to improved 

Secondary Education Leaders; 

practice on the provision of Special 
Educational Needs for children 

Conference” with the student 
leaders from 5 schools. Speakers 

Commissioner for the 
 

Dr Tim Coulson and Assistant 

Shakespeare comes to Venture
Students in years 8 and 9 were treated to productions of Shakespeare’s 
‘Much Ado about Nothing’ and ‘Romeo and Juliet’ from the amazing 

Say 2 Theatre Company. 

Venture students cannot wait for the next visit from Say 2.

‘Much Ado about Nothing’ and ‘R
Say 2 T

Venture st

Director for Education Gordon Boyd supported by 

improvement for all.

pupil improvements. 

improvements.
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The week that year 10s were away 
on work experience provided us with 
an opportunity to change the normal 
timetable for the rest of the Academy.

workshop in the hall where all 168 students worked in 

and substances education day. 

9s were in the hall this 

tourism business for the 
local area with the help 
of Inspired Youth. The 
students were split up 

necessarily include their 
friends and had to allocate 
themselves roles in their 
mini company. All of the 

it superbly and came up 
with some fantastic ideas. 
The year 9s were a real 
credit to themselves and 
the Academy.

Meanwhile on Tuesday 
the year 8s were in their 
second option and the 

workshops from Norwich 

City community coaches and members of the football 
Academy. Lucky the weather held out to enable all 

another local Academy to take part in the Diana Award 

develop their roles in the Academy as part of the Union 
of Venture Students. 

depart for London with the Miss Ditcham and members 

day out at the theatre in the West End of London. Back 

two one and a half hour Guild sessions and the other 

a Shakespeare performance in the hall to help support 

Year 7’s had three Guild sessions. As always with Guilds 

you to ex students and members of the community who 

Thursday saw 
another trip 

mix of students 

to the National 
Space Centre 
in Leicester 
thanks to Mr 

the trip to 
the truely 
inspirational 
destination 
for all of 

astronauts and 
astrophysicists.

by the brilliant Venture PE team whilst it was year 8’s 

new tourism attraction for the local area in the same 
format that the Year 9’s had used earlier in the week. 
Year 7 were on a rotation of lessons mainly to do with 
careers. All year 7s now know what a CV is and have 

awarded from now on. 

was Year 7’s turn to work with Inspired Youth but rather 
than a new tourist attraction this time the students had 

the community in with them so all week our students 

their product and activity.

Just like the year 8’s and 9’s before them some of the 
ideas were fantastic and the way students were able 
to present their ideas was extremely impressive. Year 

all have their own CVs. Year 9 meanwhile were pitted 

valuable item.

built out of newspaper and the best mechanism made 

Plans are already afoot to make it 
bigger and better next year.

Summer
Learning
Institute

Year 7-9
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A matter of weeks before the end of 

Academy were contacted by HSBC 

opportunity for 10 of our Year 9 
students who would be going into 
year 10 in September.

worth £1000 per participant but this is fully funded 
by HSBC.

and put in motion a selection process for the trip. All 

opportunity was launched to them. The students had 

on why they felt they should be the ones to take on 
the opportunity.

their places on the ship and three in reserve should 
any of the initial ten be unable to take their place. 

opportunity and we wish we could provide it for all 
of them but in the end the ten students who will be 

Ships Youth Trust came to meet with the students and 

work required from the students who will act as the 

students not only with memories but with new skills 

We look forward to being able to update you on 
how the voyage went in the next Venture Voice.

Offer Venture Students 
Once in a Lifetime Opportunity

Young 
Promoters Project

This is the second year Venture has been chosen to 

a live performance for that act. They learn work based 

used as evidence for their ‘Silver Arts Award’. This is a 

perform and run a workshop in the ‘Inbetweeners Area’ 

Works East.

met afterwards and took part in a series of workshops 

activities.
The team were provided with a mentor from the music 

They chose The Anna Mudeka Band to perform at 
Latitude. Anna is a musician from Zimbabwe who has 

band performs all over the country and delivers African 

Saturday 18th July saw the students depart early for 

Adam Ferguson - 

Olivia Secretan - 

Rhiannon McDonald - 

Ashley O’Connor - 

Kerry-Ann Stone - 

Daniella Stevens - 

Ellisha Long - 

Paul Lacey - 

Anna French - 

 
 

 
 

 
Kerry-Ann Stone.

Ten Year 9 students have taken part in the Young Promoter’s project. 
The project is run by Creative Arts East and funded by Youth Music.
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On 25th June 2015 Venture bid a 
fond farewell to its Class of 2015 
at the Senior Year Prom held at 
the stunning Somerleyton Hall.

As always the Best Dressed awards were 

was awarded to Jake Honey and Prom Queen 
went to Shannon Wicklow. 

Senior Year 

for the event 
secured some 
lovely extras 

Thank you to the hard 

for organising a truly 
memorable evening for 
our fantastic Senior Year.

Prom

It was a fitting send off 
for a fantastic bunch 
of young people.

Venture Vixens: Cheer Report
we’ve practised non-stop in 
preparation for our ‘School’s 
Out Future Cheer Competition’.

on in the actual competition. We had a lot of help from 

was to be the best we could possibly be. 

we could include all the stunts and skills our squad were 

we raced around to watch ourselves back on the TV 

slip ups but we were sure that it didn’t matter too 

a few hours to watch the other teams’ routines. 

around to the TV screen and watched ourselves back and 

Ormiston Cup Success

Academy after it was lost earlier in the year. The Venture 

a half rounders. When it was 
Venture's turn to bat two 
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Sports News
Edition 16: Summer 2015

Venture Games 2015

student taking part in sporting events.

-

 
one of the top three schools in the area for athletics.

WELLESLEY 2015

“May the Games Be Forever In Your Favour”

 


